
Scenario 1 - Current use of farrowing crates in pig production

Score sheet Name of scorer: Expert 4 Comments

1st round 
score

90% certain 
lower bound 

90% certain 
upper bound

2nd round 
score

90% certain 
lower 
bound 

90% certain 
upper bound 

1

Provision and access to food. Animals should have 
appropriate access to the quantity and quality of 
appropriate foodstuffs for health and wellbeing. 70 60 80 50 40 60

2

Provision and access to water. Animals should have 
appropriate access to the quantity and quality of 
water for health and wellbeing. 80 70 90 80 70 90

3 Animals should have comfort when resting.
25 10 40 25 10 40

If I was considering sow alone, score would be even lower.  Based on sow being in crate for 2 litters/year for 3 years for approx 6 weeks each time = nearly 25% of adult 
life. 

4
Animals should have thermal comfort being neither 
too hot nor too cold. 40 20 60 40 20 60

Sow likely too hot much of the time in the crated period, as environment designed for piglets and lack of choice for sow, and inability to cool with water, posture change 
etc. 

5 Animals should have sufficient space to move freely. 25 10 40 25 10 40 The crate prevents sow from turning, or from engaging in any normal behaviours. If assessing only sow the score would be 0. But the piglets can move, which complicates 
the scoring. 

6

Animals should be free from injuries and disorders 
(e.g. skin conditions, lameness, bone fractures etc.).

30 10 60 30 10 60
many weeks spent in crate increases prevalence of lameness, reduces bone strength and muscle condition. Sows experience leg and shoulder injuries. Hard to assess sow 
and piglets together here. Effects of crates on piglet injuries are variable (perhaps fewer leg, but more facial). 

7

Animals should be free from disease, including 
metabolic conditions, with high standards of health 
care and hygiene. 60 30 80 60 30 80

The general environment may be relatively hygienic, especially for piglets. But highly dependent on management. Overall levels of piglet mortality are around 10-15% 
which reflects general poor health (drive for production favouring high numbers of weaker animals). The number of piglets that die from crushing is a relatively small 
proportion of total. 

8

Animals should not suffer pain - for example as a 
result of poor management, handling, surgical or 
other procedures, slaughter etc. 40 30 60 35 25 50 Oxytocin injections for sow, tooth clipping, tail docking piglets (these less likely in enriched pens and where sow can move and avoid injuries from teeth)

9

Animals should be able to express normal, non-
harmful social behaviours (such as grooming and 
social bonding). 25 10 40 25 10 40

Neither the sow nor the piglets can engage in normal social behaviour. Sows isolated from other adults during the crating period. More difficulties re-integrating into 
herd. 

10
Animals should be able to express other normal 
behaviours (e.g. foraging, exploring). 15 10 40 15 10 40

Opportunity for sow is zero during crated period, for piglets only a little more. The crate system is integrated with weaning and post-farrowing restrictions for both sow 
and piglets

11
Animals should be handled well with positive and 
not negative animal-human relationships. 20 10 40 20 10 40 The sow is treated as an object. Piglets can be handled relatively easily. 

12

Additional aspects not already adequately covered 
above in relation to the balance between positive 
and negative affective states for animals. 20 10 40 20 10 40 Lack of control or choice, sensory environment, noise,

Scenario 2 - Free farrowing

Score sheet Name of scorer: Expert 4 Comments

1st round 
score

90% certain 
lower bound 

90% certain 
upper bound

2nd round 
score

90% certain 
lower 
bound 

90% certain 
upper bound 

1

Provision and access to food. Animals should have 
appropriate access to the quantity and quality of 
appropriate foodstuffs for health and wellbeing. 70 60 80 55 45 65

2

Provision and access to water. Animals should have 
appropriate access to the quantity and quality of 
water for health and wellbeing. 80 70 100 80 70 100

3 Animals should have comfort when resting. 60 40 80 60 40 80 Designs vary but most provide solid floor area, often with bedding.  Comfort also better for the piglets

4
Animals should have thermal comfort being neither 
too hot nor too cold. 60 40 80 60 40 80 Sow may be too hot periodically but she can move away from creep area and change posture. Bedding will also help with thermoregulation for both sows and piglets.  

5 Animals should have sufficient space to move freely. 50 30 60 50 30 60 Space is still restricted compared with any baseline from wild/feral pigs, but all basic body movements (the original 5 freedoms) are possible. 

6
Animals should be free from injuries and disorders 
(e.g. skin conditions, lameness, bone fractures etc.). 50 20 70 50 20 70 Lower prevalence of injuries due to abrasion or contact with harsh surfaces, greater movement will increase bone and muscle strength. 

7

Animals should be free from disease, including 
metabolic conditions, with high standards of health 
care and hygiene. 60 30 80 60 30 80

Benefits and costs of the more complex environment. Management will be very important to maintain hygiene but animals  But highly dependent on management. 
Overall levels of piglet mortality are around 10-15% which reflects general poor health (drive for production favouring high numbers of weaker animals). The number of 
piglets that die from crushing is a relatively small proportion of total. 

8

Animals should not suffer pain - for example as a 
result of poor management, handling, surgical or 
other procedures, slaughter etc. 50 40 60 50 40 60 Possibly less need/justification for tooth clipping and tail docking of piglets. 

9

Animals should be able to express normal, non-
harmful social behaviours (such as grooming and 
social bonding). 50 30 70 50 30 70

More opportunity for sow to engage in normal maternal behaviour, and for piglets to make use of greater space in their social interactions. Some studies have found 
longer suckling durations. Sows isolated from other adults. 

10
Animals should be able to express other normal 
behaviours (e.g. foraging, exploring). 50 30 60 50 30 60 Opportunities remain relatively low (compared e.g. with outdoor system) 

11
Animals should be handled well with positive and 
not negative animal-human relationships. 40 20 50 30 20 40 The system is more complex and the management and handling standards cannot rely on physical restriction. Interactions should be more positive with good training.

12

Additional aspects not already adequately covered 
above in relation to the balance between positive 
and negative affective states for animals. 50 30 60 40 30 50 The sensory environment is more interesting, likely less noise and more control and choice. 

Scenario 3 - Temporary use of farrowing crates

Score sheet Name of scorer: Expert 4 Comments

1st round 
score

90% certain 
lower bound 

90% certain 
upper bound

2nd round 
score

90% certain 
lower 
bound 

90% certain 
upper bound 

1

Provision and access to food. Animals should have 
appropriate access to the quantity and quality of 
appropriate foodstuffs for health and wellbeing. 70 60 80 50 40 60

2

Provision and access to water. Animals should have 
appropriate access to the quantity and quality of 
water for health and wellbeing. 80 70 100 80 70 100

3 Animals should have comfort when resting.
35 15 50 35 15 50

Considering sow alone, score would be lower. Designs of temporary crate vary so this is a rough average. Most temporary crating systems pay little attention to comfort 
and so score is still low even considering the period when the sow is not formally 'crated'.

4
Animals should have thermal comfort being neither 
too hot nor too cold. 50 20 70 50 20 70

Sow likely too hot much of the time. During periods of non-crating sow has a little more ability to use postural change in thermoregulation.  

5 Animals should have sufficient space to move freely. 35 15 50 35 15 50 The crate prevents sow from turning, or from engaging in any normal behaviours. The duration of the worst restriction is less than for normal crate. the piglets can move, 
which complicates the scoring. 

6
Animals should be free from injuries and disorders 
(e.g. skin conditions, lameness, bone fractures etc.). 30 10 60 30 10 60

many weeks spent in crate increases prevalence of lameness, reduces bone strength and muscle condition. Sows experience leg and shoulder injuries. Hard to assess sow 
and piglets together here. Effects of crates on piglet injuries are variable (perhaps fewer leg, but more facial). 

7

Animals should be free from disease, including 
metabolic conditions, with high standards of health 
care and hygiene. 60 30 80 60 30 80

The general environment may be relatively hygienic, especially for piglets. But highly dependent on management. Overall levels of piglet mortality are around 10-15% 
which reflects general poor health (drive for production favouring high numbers of weaker animals). The number of piglets that die from crushing is a relatively small 
proportion of total. 

8

Animals should not suffer pain - for example as a 
result of poor management, handling, surgical or 
other procedures, slaughter etc. 40 30 60 35 25 45 Oxytocin injections for sow, tooth clipping, tail docking piglets (these less likely in enriched pens and where sow can move and avoid injuries from teeth)

9

Animals should be able to express normal, non-
harmful social behaviours (such as grooming and 
social bonding). 35 15 50 35 15 50 Slightly more opportunity for sow to engage in normal maternal behaviour, but still limited. Sows isolated from other adults. 

10
Animals should be able to express other normal 
behaviours (e.g. foraging, exploring). 30 10 40 30 10 40 Opportunity for sow is very low, many designs provide no foraging material, no space for exploration, for piglets only a little more

11
Animals should be handled well with positive and 
not negative animal-human relationships. 30 10 40 30 10 40 The temporary confinement requires stockpersons to have some interaction with sow and to appreciate that she has some needs. Piglets can be handled relatively easily. 

12

Additional aspects not already adequately covered 
above in relation to the balance between positive 
and negative affective states for animals.

20 10 40 20 10 40 Lack of control or choice, sensory environment, noise,
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